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Happy New Year!

With the New Year comes a big election out West on January 26" in Oregon. Voters are being
asked to approve a progressive tax fairness reform plan passed by the legislature. Voting Yes on
Measures 66 and 67 will protect our schools and critical services when people need them most
by asking corporations and households that make more than $250,000 to pay a little more.

In a year where the national economy has hit state budgets hard across the country, Oregon’s
tax fairness reforms protect middle class in these difficult times. In addition to excluding the
first $2,400 of unemployment payments from state income taxes for those that have lost their
jobs in this tough economy, the reforms protect 97.5% of taxpayers.

The Register Guard newspaper has reported that “under next month’s Ballot Measure 67, most
of those 400,000 businesses would not pay a penny more in taxes, while a quarter would see
their taxes increase by $150. That leaves about 14,000 companies — Oregon’s largest, most
profitable — paying most of the measure’s $235 million tax increase in 2009-11.”

What's at stake in this election? The Yes on 66 and 67 campaign has put together an interactive
map that shows just some of the examples of what’s at stake for children, seniors, and
struggling families across the state.

In November, Maine and Washington voters soundly rejected two so-called Taxpayer Bill of
Rights (TABOR) ballot measures. As E.J. Dionne Jr. wrote in a column following the election,
“voters decided not to be part of a laboratory experiment being pushed by the Beltway Right.”

Will Oregon be a bellwether of voter attitudes on fiscal issues going into the 2010 fall elections?
Let’s hope citizens say Yes!
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http://www.registerguard.com/csp/cms/sites/web/news/cityregion/24261780-57/tax-income-business-measure-taxes.csp
http://voteyesfororegon.org/map/
http://voteyesfororegon.org/map/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/11/08/AR2009110817810.html?sub=AR

Making the List

"Sunshine is the best disinfectant"
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http://www.thenation.com/doc/20100111/nichols/single
http://www.stopballotfraud.org/content/the_basics
http://www.stopballotfraud.org/content/the_basics
http://www.stopballotfraud.org/content/the_basics
http://www.stopballotfraud.org/content/the_basics
http://www.stopballotfraud.org/
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/editorial_opinion/editorials/articles/2010/01/03/public_scrutiny_for_a_public_act/

